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Imposition of Ashes  

Those who wish to receive the mark of ashes upon their forehead may 

come forward. The ashes are an ancient sign of mortality and death, 

sorrow and forgiveness, used at the beginning of Lent. Please make 

your way by way of the center aisle to Pastor Geml who is standing at 

the Chancel steps, and then find your seat by the side aisle. 
 

 
Prelude 

 

 

We stand. 

Opening Hymn   “Chief of Sinners Though I Be”   611 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P On Ash Wednesday we come face to face with our fallen sinful 

nature. In Genesis, God created all life, but as Scripture 

declares, “sin entered the world through one man, and death 

through sin.”            Romans 5:12 

C And God declared to Adam, “You will return to the ground 

for dust you are, and to dust you will return.          Genesis 3:19 
 

P Our foreheads are marked with ashes as a reminder of our 

mortality and our need for repentance. Yet, this ash is placed on 

us in the sign of the cross as a symbol of forgiveness and hope. 

As Job says with confidence, “I know that my Redeemer lives, 

and that in the end He will stand upon the earth.” 

C “And even after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I 

will see God! I myself will see him with my own eyes!”   
             Job 19:25-27 

 

 

Confession & Absolution 

P We begin our Lenten repentance by confessing our sins and 

hearing God’s promise of forgiveness, which we will hear in its 

fullness at the conclusion of this season on Maundy Thursday. 

C I confess to Almighty God, before all the company of heaven, 

and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned 

exceedingly in thought, word and deed through my fault, 

through my own fault, through my own most grievous fault; 

wherefore I pray almighty God, for the sake of Jesus Christ 

His Son, to have mercy on me, forgive me my sins, and bring 

me to everlasting life. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 

for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 
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C Amen. 

Salutation & Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, You created us in 

Your holy image, but through our continuous sin, we have 

been poor reflections of You. Strengthen us throughout this 

season to put away sin and selfish ambition, so that we may 

journey toward the cross and empty tomb with all humility and 

patience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Verse For Lent  “Return to the Lord” 

 

 

 
 

 

The Holy Gospel              Luke 22:39-46 

P The Holy Gospel According to St. Luke the 22nd chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

The Gospel is read. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

We sit. 
 



5 

 

 

Hymn of the Day       “Lamb of God”        550 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1985 Straightway Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004222 

 

 

Sermon            “Father, Forgive Them”     Pastor Michael Geml 

               “Our Lack of Trust” 
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We stand. 
Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 

and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



7 

Prayers of the Church 

 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

 

P Let us pray. 

C We praise You, Lord Jesus, for Your journey on this earth, 

for Your obedience even to death, and for Your victory over 

death. Help us to receive this Holy Food in faith, for the 

salvation of our souls and strength for these mortal bodies. 

Teach us, we pray, to walk in Your ways always. Amen. 

 

 
Words of Institution 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C and also with you. 

 

 

We sit. 
Distribution 

“Celtic Communion”           arr. Mark Hayes 

 

“Today Your Mercy Calls Us”        915 

“Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray”       663 

 

 

We stand. 
Dismissal 

 

 

 



8 

 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

P Gracious Lord Jesus, we give You thanks and praise for having 

called us to repentance, having cared for our souls with this 

blessed sacrament, and having brought us once again to the 

beginning of this season of Lent. 

C By the presence of Your Holy Spirit, prosper the fruit of this 

Holy Supper in our lives, that we may not only speak our 

repentance, but live it as well. In the name of our Lord 

Jesus. Amen. 
 

 

Benediction 

 

 

Closing Hymn    “On My Heart Imprint Your Image” 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
Postlude 

 


